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overview

City Roots Hospitality is New York City’s leading vegan restaurant group 
that is paving the way for a greener future. Our roots run deep in the 
plant-based community, and have for nearly a decade. We care about 
animals, the future of our planet, and the food we put in our bodies.

Owner and Executive Chef Guy Vaknin has crafted imaginative menus 
that bring a distinct point of view to vegan dining. Join us for a meal at 
one of our unique restaurant concepts, or book an event with our premier 
catering division. A memorable dining experience awaits.
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Guy Vaknin is a renowned chef famous for his 
innovative plant-based creations. Raised in a 
big family in Israel, food was always the focus 
of their weekly gatherings. He spent a 
significant amount of time in his grandma’s 
Moroccan kitchen making food using the 
freshest vegetables, herbs, and spices.

After finishing his military duties in the Israeli 
Defense Force, he moved to the United States 
and started school as a computer engineer 
major and quickly realized that it wasn’t the 
right choice for him. He started working nearly 
every job in the restaurant industry and that 
rekindled his love for food. Chef Vaknin then 
enrolled in the Institute of Culinary Education. 
Upon graduating in 2007, he became the 
Executive Chef at Esprit Events, an 
established kosher catering company in 
Manhattan. In this role, he met his future wife 
and co-founder Tali. Together, they developed 
their signature vegan sushi and the Beyond 
Sushi brand was born. After expanding 
Beyond Sushi to five locations in Manhattan, 
Chef Guy opened Willow, a vegan bistro 
serving elevated comfort food. 

In 2012, Chef Guy was selected as a 
contestant on Fox’s Hell’s Kitchen Season 10. 
In 2018, Chef Guy appeared on ABC's Shark 
Tank Season 10 and won a deal with investors 
Lori Greiner and Matt Higgins.

Chef Guy's vision of creating polychromatic 
plant-based cuisine has evolved into his 
newest venture, City Roots Hospitality. As 
New York City’s leading vegan restaurant 
group, City Roots brings distinct restaurant 
concepts and premier catering and events 
services to the city and beyond. He is just 
getting started and cannot wait to grow the 
City Roots brand.

Tali, an Ohio native, was raised with strong family 
values. As a child, she always knew what she wanted 
and wasn’t afraid to fight for it. She has strong ties to 
her Hungarian and Israeli roots and is very connected 
to both cultures.  
 
Tali ventured to the ‘Big Apple’ in 2005 to attend the 
Laboratory Institute of Merchandising. She graduated 
with a Bachelor in Business Administration with a major 
in Fashion Merchandising and a minor in Fashion 
Styling. Tali believes that there is a great parallel in 
working with fashion and food.
 
In 2007, she was hired at KCD, New York’s leading 
PR/Production company where she tailored fashion 
shows and photo shoots for designers such as Chanel, 
Marc Jacobs, Zac Posen, and Vera Wang. In 2009, Tali 
joined forces with Antony Todd, New York’s most elite 
Event Designer, in creating exquisite tablescapes and 
design installations for clients including Elton John, 
Victoria’s Secret, Bulgari, and Harry Winston. In 2010, 
Tali worked with Primary Wave Music in planning their 
annual Grammy Party in LA while cultivating strategic 
marketing initiatives and brand partnerships with new 
and existing clients. In late 2010, Tali was hired as the 
senior catering manager at Esprit Events. In this role, 
she worked alongside Chef Guy in crafting intricate 
new menus and focused her efforts on business 
development.
 
While at Esprit Events, the idea of Beyond Sushi came 
to fruition and in December 2012, Guy and Tali took a 
leap of faith to open their first brick and mortar 
location. Tali took on all aspects of business 
development, marketing and developed the Beyond 
Sushi catering division. Her background in fashion and 
styling has made Tali a visionary in all design aspects 
for each restaurant location with the talented team at 
Atal Design Group. Tali and Guy wed in August 2013 
and welcomed two sons in 2014 and 2018, and a 
daughter in 2021. Their growing family is now the 
driving force behind their dedication to City Roots.
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the founders



OUR BRANDS
A hotspot for globally inspired sushi, cocktails, 
and shared plates with four locations in 
Manhattan.

A cozy and contemporary bistro serving 
elevated comfort food in Chelsea, NYC.
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Premier plant-based and kosher catering for 
events in New York City and beyond. 

An intimate restaurant and wine bar that offers 
a fresh culinary perspective to Italian cuisine in 
Gramercy, NYC.



B E Y O N D  S U S H I
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NOLITA
Opening date: April 2018
Address: 215 Mulberry St, New York,  
NY 10012
Phone: (646) 609-4442

FLAGSHIP
Opening date: May 2017
Addres: 134 West 37th St, New York,  
NY 10018
Phone: (212) 564-0869

MIDTOWN WEST 
Opening date: November 2014
Address: 62 W 56th St, New York, 
NY 10019
Phone: (646) 964-5097

UPPER EAST SIDE
Opening date: February 2020
Address: 1429 3rd Avenue, New York, 
NY 10019
Phone: (646) 559-1235

beyondsushinyc

GENERAL INFORMATION

LOCATIONS

Website: www.beyondsushi.com
Opening date: July 2012
Email: info@beyondsushinyc.com

https://www.instagram.com/beyondsushinyc/


GENERAL INFORMATION LOCATION
Website: www.willownewyork.com
Opening date: January 2021
Email: info@willownewyork.com

Address: 199 8th Ave, New York, NY 10011
Phone: (212) 929-2889

W I L L O W
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willownewyork

https://www.instagram.com/willownewyork/


C O L E T TA colettanyc

www.cityrootsnyc.com                                                                                                       info@cityrootsnyc.com

GENERAL INFORMATION LOCATION
Website: www.colettanyc.com
Opening date: February 2022
Email: info@colettanyc.com

Address: 365 3rd Ave, New York, NY 10016
Phone: (646) 861-2889

https://www.instagram.com/colettanyc/


CITY ROOTS CATERING
GENERAL INFORMATION
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Website: www.cityrootsnyc.com
Phone: (718) 606-2179
Email: catering@cityrootsnyc.com

cityrootsnyc

https://www.instagram.com/cityrootsnyc/


PRESS
We've been featured in....

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO SEE MORE  
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https://cityrootsnyc.com/


WWW.CITYROOTSNYC.COM

INFO@CITYROOTSNYC.COM

O U R  B R A N D S




